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CECS Online Education Framework 

Courses Developed Using Pedagogical Best 
Practices for Online Instruction 
● Clear organization of course site and content 

● Regular Communication with students 

● Online assessments/exams 

● Short ‘topic’ video recordings 

● Prepared in advance 
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Clear Organization Of Course Site and Content 
...“Strive for a course organization that is clear, methodical, and intuitive. Help students move through 
content and activities smoothly and seamlessly, so that their attention remains focused on learning the 
material.” (Chronicle) 

● Use Learning Management System (currently Canvas) tools to 
organize content 
○ Place organizational information on the Home page 
○ Avoid using “Files” for student navigation 
○ Use Modules to organize content 
○ Customize course tools menu 
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Regular Communication with Students 
● Offer office hours and/or study sessions 
● Weekly communication from faculty 
● Responses to email w/in stated time period 
● Timely student feedback on course work 
● Course/Teaching assistant help with communication 
● Use of technological tools to encourage student communication 

(e.g. Slack, discussion boards) 
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Online Assessments/Exams 
● No proctoring or physical presence 
● Take Home 
● Projects 
● Open ended labs (not done physically in person) 
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Video Recordings 
● Use short “topic” video recordings 

● Limit long, lecture capture recordings 

● Always include captions 
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Prepared in Advance 
● Fully developed course ready before semester begins 

● Only small weekly adjustments as needed 

● Not reliant on an in-person course 

● Consult with Instructional Designers 



Other Considerations 

Hardware and Software Tools Needed 

● Learning Management System - Canvas 

● Communication Tools - Zoom, Google Meet, Slack 

● Remote access to licensed software for students 

● Recording Tools - CECS Video Production Studio, Lecture capture 
classrooms, Mediasite, Kaltura 

● Use college / campus supported tools to ensure proper support and 
compliance with privacy regulations 

● Utilize video production team for expertise and time saving 
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